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Foundations:

A Primer on the Fundamentals of

Systematic Theology
Week 9

Israel and the Church

Ryan Habbena

The Chosen People:  Israel

Understanding Definitions

- Israel as a person

- Israel as a land

- Israel as a nation

The Promise: Genesis 12:1-3

The LORD had said to Abram, "Leave your 

country, your people and your father's 

household and go to the land I will show you.  

"I will make you into a great nation and I will bless 

you; I will make your name great, and you will be 

a blessing.  I will bless those who bless you, and 

whoever curses you I will curse;  and all peoples 

on earth will be blessed through you." 
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Israel Made a Nation

1 Chronicles 17:20-22 

"O LORD, there is none like You, nor is there 
any God besides You, according to all that we 
have heard with our ears.  And what one nation 
in the earth is like Your people Israel, whom God 
went to redeem for Himself as a people, to make 
You a name by great and terrible things, in 
driving out nations from before Your people, 
whom You redeemed out of Egypt? For Your 
people Israel You made Your own people 
forever, and You, O LORD, became their God. 

The Church:  

God’s “called out ones”

Matthew 16:16-17

Simon Peter answered, "You are the 
Christ, the Son of the living God." Jesus 
replied, "Blessed are you, Simon son of 
Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by 
man, but by my Father in heaven. And I 
tell you that you are Peter, and on this 
rock I will build my church, and the gates 
of Hades will not overcome it.

The Church: Purchased by Jesus

Acts 20:28: Be on guard for yourselves and for all 
the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made 
you overseers, to shepherd the church of God 
which He purchased with His own blood. 

Revelation 5:9: And they sang a new song, saying, 
"Worthy are You to take the book and to break 
its seals; for You were slain, and purchased for 
God with Your blood men from every tribe and 
tongue and people and nation.
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A Most Important Analogy

Romans 11:17-20, 24

If some of the branches have been broken off, and you, 
though a wild olive shoot, have been grafted in among 
the others and now share in the nourishing sap from the 
olive root, do not boast over those branches. If you do, 
consider this: You do not support the root, but the root 
supports you. You will say then, "Branches were broken 
off so that I could be grafted in.“ Granted. But they were 
broken off because of unbelief, and you stand by faith. 
Do not be arrogant, but be afraid . . . After all, if you were 
cut out of an olive tree that is wild by nature, and 
contrary to nature were grafted into a cultivated olive 
tree, how much more readily will these, the natural 
branches, be grafted into their own olive tree! 

The Church and Israel: 

Distinct Yet Overlapping
Romans 11:25-28

I do not want you to be ignorant of this mystery, 
brothers, so that you may not be conceited: 
Israel has experienced a hardening in part until 
the full number of the Gentiles has come in. And 
so all Israel will be saved, as it is written: "The 
deliverer will come from Zion; he will turn 
godlessness away from Jacob. And this is my 
covenant with them when I take away their sins." 
As far as the gospel is concerned, they are 
enemies on your account; but as far as election 
is concerned, they are loved on account of the 
patriarchs. 

The Truth of Israel’s Restoration

• Ezekiel 36:24-29

"'For I will take you out of the nations; I will gather you 
from all the countries and bring you back into your own 
land. I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be 
clean; I will cleanse you from all your impurities and from 
all your idols. I will give you a new heart and put a new 
spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone 
and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit in 
you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful 
to keep my laws. You will live in the land I gave your 
forefathers; you will be my people, and I will be your 
God. I will save you from all your uncleanness. 
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One Redeemed 

“People of God” for 

All Eternity in Jesus Christ
Ephesians 2:12-16

. . . remember that at that time you were separate from 
Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners 
to the covenants of the promise, without hope and 
without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus you 
who once were far away have been brought near 
through the blood of Christ. For he himself is our peace, 
who has made the two one and has destroyed the 
barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in his 
flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. 
His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of 
the two, thus making peace, and in this one body to 
reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by 
which he put to death their hostility.

Reference links:

• Entering True Sabbath Rest:
http://cicministry.org/commentary/issue102b.htm

• Hyperdispensationalism and the Authority of Christ:

http://cicministry.org/commentary/issue108.htm


