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Foundations:

A Primer on the Fundamentals of

Systematic Theology
Week 

Soteriology III:  

The Security of Salvation and the Resurrection

Ryan Habbena

Sketching the Tension

• Is the security of salvation 

conditional or unconditional?

Arguments for Conditional Security

• Colossians 1:22-23

. . . yet He has now reconciled you in His fleshly 

body through death, in order to present you 

before Him holy and blameless and beyond 

reproach -- if indeed you continue in the faith 

firmly established and steadfast, and not moved 

away from the hope of the gospel that you have 

heard, which was proclaimed in all creation 

under heaven, and of which I, Paul, was made a 

minister.
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Arguments for 

Unconditional Security
Romans 8 35-39 

Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or 
nakedness, or peril, or sword? Just as it is written,

"FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE BEING PUT TO 
DEATH ALL DAY LONG;

WE WERE CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE 
SLAUGHTERED." 

But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer 
through Him who loved us. For I am convinced that 
neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor 
things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be 
able to separate us from the love of God, which is in 
Christ Jesus our Lord.

Resolving the Tension

• The Preserving Power of God

• The Reality of Inauthentic Faith

Scriptures on the 

Preserving Power of God

1 Peter 1:3-5

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy 
has caused us to be born again to a living hope 
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead, to obtain an inheritance which is 
imperishable and undefiled and will not fade 
away, reserved in heaven for you, who are 
protected by the power of God through faith
for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last 
time. 
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Scriptures on Transient Faith

1 John 2:19

They went out from us, but they were not 

really of us; for if they had been of us, they 

would have remained with us; but they 

went out, so that it would be shown that 

they all are not of us. 

“Resurrection” Christ is the 

“Firstfruits”

• 1 Corinthians 15:20-23

But now Christ has been raised from the 
dead, the first fruits of those who are 
asleep. For since by a man came death, 
by a man also came the resurrection of the 
dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in 
Christ all will be made alive. But each in 
his own order: Christ the first fruits, after 
that those who are Christ's at His coming, 

Bodily Resurrection of Believers

• 1 Thessalonians 4:14-17

For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so 
God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in 
Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, 
that we who are alive and remain until the coming of the 
Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. For 
the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, 
with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of 
God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we who 
are alive and remain will be caught up together with 
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we 
shall always be with the Lord. 
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The Resurrection of Condemnation

John 5:28-29

Do not marvel at this; for the hour is 

coming in which all who are in the graves 

will hear His voice and come forth—those 

who have done good, to the resurrection 

of life, and those who have done evil, to 

the resurrection of condemnation. 


